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HEMORANDUR FOH: Direactor of Osuntral Intelligence
TRAOUGR : DPeputy DMrector (Iatelligence)
SUBJECT : British Guians Elections

1. The British Guisna legislative elsction of 21 August
will be close and the sutcome is hard to predict, but the
probability is that Cheddi Jagan's People’s Progresaive Party
(PPP) will win by a small majority. Im any case, the PPP has
placed members of the party hierarchy in relatively safe con-
stituencies and will as a result have a disciplised bloc of
legislators, including st least s few kaown communists.

4. By contrast, both the People’s Mational Congress,
{PNC--Burnham’'s NHegro racialist party) and the Uaited Force
(UF-~Brewer D'Aguiar’'s multiracial collection of conmervative
businessmen snd defectors from the PPP and PHC) would have
troubles keeping their ssmbers in line regardless 9f how many
gsests they win. Dependiag on how the vote is split in the
constituencies where the lists are cluttersd by independentes
and candidates of the minor Guiana Independence Movemont,
the PNC might obitain a slight majority of the 33 seats. The
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United Yorce is considered uniikely to obtain more than a few
geats put im of crucial importance for the way ia which its
candidates draw votes away from PPP and FIK candidates.

3. Under the new comstitution which went into effect in
iate July, London now has eontrol over oaly dofense and foreign
affalrs. The new legislature will be bicameral with a nominated
13-mesber Senate empowered to delay but mot thwart the will ot
the Assembly--London's somewhat feeble attempt for & brake
ggainst extremism. Elght of the senators are appointed by
the governor on the atvice of the Premier, three in consulation
with wembaers of the legislative epposition, and two ail his
discretion. The Presideat of the Senate would be selected
by the senators thomselves, Cheddi Jagan's wife, Janet,
wants the job, and these provisions aAppear to guarantee that
she will get it i1 the PPP wins.

4. The present Lxecutive Council is to be replaced by
a Council of Minsisters comsisting of the Premier--presumnbly
the lender of the majority party--and up to nine other
winisters of which one 1o three must be members of the Seante
apd the rest members of the Legislative Assembly. These sre
appointed by the governor am the advice of the Premier.

5, If the PPP wins a majority of the 30 seats in the
legialature, Jagan is therefore iikely to become Premier (he

has alresdy informally led the colonial government as Miaister
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of Trade apd Industry) and his wile Janet (currently Minister
af Lasbor, Health, snd Housing) to become P sident of the
Sonate. A 43-year old Esst Iadian dentist whose charm has
won him cousidersble popular appeal, Jagun is probably 3
Communist. He publicly professes (o be a socialist, dut
openly admires Castro's (uba, equivocates when asked publicly

i1 bhe is a cossuniat

Although the British

deposed and jailed hims 1m 1053-54 for atteapting to establish
& Communist state, they wow feel he has nltttaﬂ his Marxist
convictions and insist that he 18 su!iiaioatiy’-a idenlist
to be vulmerable to aid sad iriendshlp offers from the West,
Jagap has fregquently visited the US, and has been Iriendly
sand approeciative of sid receoived,. Jagan is widely credited
with good intentions--his government has been oane of the few
in the avea which is riansancislly aonest--but he is both
impractical sand wesk oo economice with the result that he
starts schewes he camnot finish and has even veon mscolded
publicly in the legisiative council by his wite for coramy
ideas.

6. The 40-year old, Ui~bora Janet Jagan 1s mnot running
tor a seat, perhaps because the pre-pomination campaign strossed
that she was a white foreigner not devoted to Guisnese iaterests.

the British feel she is very clever and one of the few competent
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administrators in Eritish Guiasa, She hes not sccomplisbhed
anything spectacular as Ninister of Labhor, Health, and
Housing, but her forte is party srganization which she has
maintained well. She is consxidered to have the fisal say
regarding PPP mesbership and to be 2 more doctrinaire

Compunist than her busband

sShe appesrs capsble of making

interviewers think she is & simcers, charming wvoman if she
chooses. She has two children bhut admits she igaores them
and is more interented in party work,

7. The PPP candidates include old line PPP mislwarts,
such as Present Minister of Natural Resources Benn, MNinister
of Community Development, Education amd Police Rai, and
Minister of Communicntions and Works Ram Xarran-~-all of whom
would probably retain their ministerisl posts. Bean has
cavsed considerable local comment over hkis proclivity for
saying “you ¢an stop tomorrow but not communism™, and the
others are probably also communists to soms deogres. Nong
ig particularly competent.

4. The people to watch are the young candidates; communists
brought into party work by Janet simce 1987 and now placed in

safe seats. Perbhaps the most important candidate for
ministerisal office is 3l-year old Harvard-sducated Ranji

Chandisingh who was an active member of the British communist
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party and formerly comnected with Tass. Since 1988,
Chandisingh has been editing the PPP's weekly Thunder
which follows the standard communist line. Another to
watch is Lawrence Mane, editor of the virulently aanti-Uus
new PPP monthly Young Guiana. A recent graduste of the

University College of the West Indios, Mann is reportedly

a4 communist and is one of the fTow Negroes thoe PPP has
brought into the party ia its effort to wean away Negro
voters who normally voite PNC. Another in the Negro category
is Communist John Holder who for the last fow years has been
supporting himself by singing folk songs in Now York.
Arother probable young Communist is Thunder-golumnist

¥oses Bhagwan who visited Peiping last year.

g. The PNC perty ieader, Lyndon Forbes 3ampeon Bursham
(Forbes to his friemis), will probably retain a2 sest in any
ceno, am he Is runaing in the heavily Negro Georgetown
stroaghold. Burnhsm bhad communist associatioos belfore he
split with Jagan to win 1955 to form his own political party

in 1956

A laswyer by profossion and the best speaker in

Guiana,

His woeskly paper has been

the most vicious of il ia campaign polemica--calling Janet
Jagan "White Lady Jew”, for sxample. His administrative
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ability has not been tested but his party was only whipped
into shape just before the election with some outside
assistance and his egocentrism makes him unwilling to share
leadership with others.

10. ¥Por the United Force, "Our Leader Peter" D'Aguiar
will probably win at least his own seat., A firmly anti-
Communist believer in Moral Rearmament ,~-2 man of Portuguese
extraction--D'Aguiar rose from the bottom to become a rich
brewer. He appears to have good intentions but little

political intuition or economic sense,
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